


PACIFIC RIM CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT QUESTIONNAIRE SECTION INDEX
-----
PART 1: FOR EVERYONE
PART 2: FOR PPDC MEMBERS
PART 3: FOR JAEGER PILOTS
PART 4: FOR MECHANICS & TECHNICIANS (PPDC OR NOT)
PART 5: FOR SCIENTISTS & ENGINEERS (PPDC OR NOT)
PART 6: FOR KAIJU SPIRITUALISTS
PART 7: FOR FORMER PPDC MEMBERS
PART 8: FOR JAEGERS
PART 9: FOR KAIJU


PART 1: FOR EVERYONE

What is your character's Zodiac sign and ruling planet(s)?

(Yes, astrology is real in Pacific Rim. See https://www.tumblr.com/monsterblogging/732622368191709184/so-when-guillermo-del-toro-was-a-teenager-he for more info.)

Who are your character's parents?

Who raised your character as they grew up? How do they feel about each other now?

Does your character have any siblings, uncles, aunts, cousins, nieces, nephews, partners, children, etc? How do they feel about each other?

NOT including any of the canonical characters, who are some of their friends and rivals? What are they like?

Does your character know anyone who died as a consequence of a kaiju attack, directly or indirectly? Who were they? What significance did they have to your character?

What was your character doing when Trespasser made landfall on August 10, 2013, approximately 9:00AM PST?

How did they learn about it? How were they affected by it? How did it make them feel?

How were the people they knew impacted by the events of August 10-15th, 2013?

How did the emergence of kaiju change your character's understanding of the world? What kind of assumptions did it uproot?

What feelings do kaiju evoke for your character? Fear? Anger? Disgust? Awe? Curiosity? Admiration? Something else? Why?

How did your character first hear about the PPDC? Advertising? High school recruitment drive? From another person? Something else? Did they join? Why or why not?

What are your character's opinions on jaegers as a solution to kaiju attacks? Why?

How do they feel about the merchandising of kaiju vs. jaegers? Have they ever bought any merch, for themself or anyone else?

How aware is your character that the PPDC favors protecting the wealthy during evacuation efforts? How do they feel about it?

How much does your character trust the PPDC to tell the whole unvarnished truth on their news channel, PPDN?

What are your character's feelings about the PPDC, overall? Has the PPDC's Pacific Perimeter Program/Wall of Life project changed their feelings, and if so, how?

How does your character feel about PPDC propaganda?

Does your character feel like there's potential in any non-jaeger kaiju defense technologies? If so, what are they?

Does your character know who Dr. Caitlin Lightcap and Dr. Jasper Schoenfield are?

Is your character aware of the way kaiju and jaegers have been symbolically linked with dragons and dragon-slaying knights? If so, what do they think about it?

Is your character aware of kaiju spiritualists? What is their experience with them? What is their opinion?

Is your character aware of kaiju black market trade? What is their experience with it? What is their opinion of it?

Is their workspace (at least usually) OSHA compliant?

Had your character experienced any work-related injuries? How did they get them? How do they affect your character now?

What's the worst workplace accident your character has witnessed?

Has your character ever drifted? With whom?

(See also: https://www.tumblr.com/kaijuposting/705278331524956160/drifting-as-conceptualized-by-travis-beacham )

If they've drifted, what was their first drift like, for them and their partner?

Does your character know about ghost drift or drift hangover? How did they find out about it? How do they feel about it?

(Summary on drift hangover: https://www.tumblr.com/kaijuposting/703669499653734400/the-pacific-rim-novelization-generally-cursed-as
Travis Beacham's description of ghost drifting: https://www.tumblr.com/travisbeacham/56005082876/pacific-rim-lexicon-entry-1-ghost-drifting )

Has your character ever experienced ghost drift or drift hangover? How was it for them?

Does your character otherwise believe in any psychic phenomena? Why or why not?

Does your character have any plans for after the kaiju war/retirement? What are they?

How does your character relax? What are their comfort foods, comfort music, etc.?

What is your character most happy doing?

What are your character's secret dreams?



PART 2: FOR PPDC MEMBERS

If your character isn't a ranger/pilot, did they ever want to be? What prevented them? Do they still want to be a pilot or have they changed their mind?

What is their current job in the PPDC? How long have they been doing it?

Do they work in a shatterdome right now? Which one?

Have they worked in any other shatterdomes before? Which ones?

How do they feel about working at the PPDC right now? Do they feel mostly positive, mostly negative, or have mixed feelings? Why?

If they left the PPDC, where would they go?



PART 3: FOR JAEGER PILOTS

Is your character presently employed by the PPDC? If not, do they have a job? If so, what?

Is your character currently assigned to a jaeger?

Has your character ever piloted a jaeger in combat before? How long have they been piloting it? Are they one of the first to pilot it, or did it have another crew/co-pilot before? Is it their first jaeger?

Who is their current co-pilot, if they have one? Is this their first co-pilot? How long have they been with their current co-pilot?

How did they meet their co-pilot? How and when did they realize they were drift compatible? Was it before or after PPDC testing?

How did the PPDC test their compatibility? PvP video game? Partner dance? Some form of combat? Something else?

Who are some of the j-tech mechanics who work on your character's jaeger? Does your character know any of them?



PART 4: FOR MECHANICS & TECHNICIANS (PPDC OR NOT)

What does your character work on? Jaegers? Jumphawks? General shatterdome maintenance? Wall of Life? Something else?

If your character works or worked on jaegers, are they qualified to service a pons system and/or drivesuit?

Is your character forklift certified?

Who else is on your character's work crew? How well does your character know them? How well do they get along?

If any, which jaegers has your character worked on? Do they have any favorites?

Has your character ever met any of the pilots for the jaegers they worked on? What are their opinions about them?



PART 5: FOR SCIENTISTS & ENGINEERS (PPDC OR NOT)

What is their primary specialty? For example:
-Robotics
-Mechanical engineering
-Weapons design
-Nuclear physics
-Quantum mechanics
-Astrophysics
-Organic chemistry
-Environmental chemistry
-Genetics
-Neuroscience
-Marine biology
-Marine ecology

What do they personally hope to accomplish? Are they working in an environment that supports them in this or provides enough funding, or not?



PART 6: FOR KAIJU SPIRITUALISTS

How did they learn about kaiju spirituality - from a friend, social media or online video, from a missionary, or something else?

What was their spiritual background prior to becoming a kaiju spiritualist? How does this influence their perception of the kaiju and their masters?

Are they part of a group (online or physical), or are they alone?

How radicalized/extreme are they? On a scale of "cheerfully tells you not to worry about kaiju because they're part of God's great plan" to "would firebomb a jaeger engineer's house," where do they fall?

Have they ever tried to psychically speak with the kaiju or their masters? Were they ever successful?



PART 7: FOR FORMER PPDC MEMBERS

How long did they work at the PPDC before leaving?

How did they leave? Were they discharged (honorably or not)? Resigned? Went AWOL?

Did they want to leave? Why or why not?

What are they doing right now? Are they happy with it?

Do they have any desire to come back? Why or why not?



PART 8: FOR JAEGERS

What country was this jaeger built in?

In what order does the jaeger's design prioritize speed, power, and armor? In terms of character build, could it be best described as a fighter, rogue, ranger, or barbarian? How are these attributes reflected in its physical form?

How does its general persona/fighting style reflect or embody its pilots' personalities?

What (or who!) does its AI voice sound like?

Has anyone piloted this jaeger before its current pilots? Who were they? What were they like?

Have any of its pilots died in combat? What happened?

Who were its lead engineers? What were they like?

Who were some of the many, many workers that assembled it? What were they like?

How did its construction go? Was it relatively smooth and free of incident, or fraught with accidents? Did anyone die during its construction?

What is the jaeger's energy core? (Note: Mark I-III jaegers were nuclear; Mark IV and beyond used battery cells.)

What are its main weapons and defense systems?

What are its signature combat moves?

Does it have any notable design flaws or software problems?

What are its vulnerabilities? Where are the weak points on its body?

How old is it? How many fights has it been in? How much damage has it taken? How many of its components been replaced over time?



PART 9: FOR KAIJU

In what order does the kaiju prioritize speed, power, and defense? How are these attributes reflected in its physical form?

Does it have blue, green, or yellow markings?

How many limbs does it have? (Most have six, some have four.)

Could its build be likened to a well-known mythological/folkloric creature type - for example, ogres, hellhounds, giant eagles, griffins, dragons (counting wyverns, tatzelwurms, sea serpents, and the like as dragons), etc.?

Does it resemble any real animal(s)? If so, which?

Does it have any special attacks or defense measures? If so, what?

What are its vulnerabilities? Where are the weak points on its body?



